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MEORANDUM FOR MR. McGRORGE BUNDY 5 -
TIE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Statug report on negotiations for

settlement of Chamizal disputo

This memorandum is in response to the Presidentts request
of January 9 to Assistant Secretary Hartin for a status report
on negotiations for setilement of the Chamizal dispute.

Anbassador Hann owdlinad informally to the Hexican Foreign
Minister on August 9, 1962, a proposal for solution of the Cham-
igzal dispute. At the same time he left with the Hinister a drarft
note which would be delivered if Mexico consldered the proposal a
basis for negotiamtion. At the request of Vice President Johnson
we did not press for a decision in September and Octcbar 1962 to
keep the Chamizal dispute from becoming embrodled in the electicn
campaign in Texas. Horeover, the President of Hexico axd his
Foreign HMinigter wers on a trip to the Far Fast during October
1962. On Jamuary 4, the Foreign Minister informed Ambassador
Mann that he would likc to enter into detailed discussion of the
salinity and Chamizal probtlems when the Ambassador returns to
¥Mexleo City on Jamuary 14.

The proposal vhich Ambassador Marm outlired informally to
the Foreign Himister invelves digging & new chammel for the Rio
Grands at FQ Paso vhich would tranafer to Mexico & net of 437
acres of tarritory over whilch the United States now exercises
Jurisdiction. This i3 the most favorable offer we have con-
sidered making to Mexico in our 50-y=ar effort to settle this
dieputes The Mexican and United States Cammilesioners agreed
that they could support a figure of 437 as the acreage sonth of
the 186/ river which was awarded to Mexico in 1911, Previcusly
the Hexican Covermment had ingisted that the area south of the
1364 river consisted of 450 acres whereas the most we would agres
to was 420 acres. Because of the location of bulldingg in the
Chamizal Zome, particularly a high ISchwl,f_?, Faso has been

Y %, umdlling to agrec to transfer more than 336 'acres fram tha
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Charizal Zone itself, It is prepared to make up the remadnder of
the dcreage from the area esst of Cordova Island. Ths *1sland"
itgelf is under Mexican Jurdsdiction. .In rectifying the river at
El Pago, some 228 acies of Cordovi Island which protrudes into ‘. .
downtown EL Pasd would bé transferred 16 the United States, and
v Haxlco would be campensated with an squal acreage east of Cordova N
- - -, Island. Te posaibility that the northern half of Cordova Island - -
e ~'uoul;lbetranafen%dtoml’asoiathe:eatureot_thopmpoaalj -
. that makes a sclution attractive to El Paso. The attached map .
shows thls proposed sclution. . . :

1" The foregoing salution has been discussed with the Governor
of Texms and city officials and. civio groups in El Paso and is
asceptable to thers: . We:have also ¢onsulted wAth the Vice Presi- -.

~ + | dent's Office and-interested Senators and Congressmen. . A solution
.~ %" slong these lines 18 also, generally ‘Acceptabls to them. - Senator . - -
"+ .« - Tower hagnot; approved the solution but stated he wiuld go along .
=’ : with any ‘solution appréved by the péople of Kl Pamo. : It 1s be=- .-
‘i ldeved thet ' Congressman Foreman, who now represents E1 Faso; would :

T 777 agree, but he made no commitment when Cormiszioner Friedidn bydefed™
©. . -him'on the dlspute, = - s Lo

...+ . The Mexican Foredgn’ or 1s not ‘entusiastio about our -
*. proposal far gettlement. He wants as miich as possible of the 437
¢ @ores to come from the Chamigal Zone. We are propoging that 336
- acres come fram the Chamival Zone and 101 acres from the area odat
,Of and adjacent to Cordova Island. He apparently congdders that
“Mexico should recedve about 380 to 400 acres in the ne .-
‘o, With the remainder to come from lund east of Cordova Island. -On
.7 the other hand, the propossl yould be unacceptable to El'Paso and”
.2, Texas 3£ we suggested any significant inorease in.the acreage An, :
' ©.» - _-the Chamizal Zone to be transforred to Mexico or-significantly - -
¥ .+, -7 [ "dacreased the'acreage from Cordova Island which El Paso hopes to
L Ltetn * recelvea. f«:'_ Lo oo . . . ER
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V.. Map showing pmpbnet_i_éol;t;;n‘.-j" :
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